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Alan Simpson (Nottingham, South) (Lab): Will the Minister ask for an audit of LIFT schemes in
the Leicester area and elsewhere to assess the number of projects that have been able to
incorporate energy-generating systems, rainwater harvesting or recycling measures in their
design? Given that they make a fundamental contribution to climate change measures, it is
disappointing that we have experienced so much difficulty in getting those schemes accepted as
part of the design brief, so it would be useful for the House to know how successful we have
been.

Andy Burnham: My hon. Friend makes an important point. It is fair to say that some LIFT
schemes have made a considerable step forward in incorporating energy efficiency measures
into their design, but others could have done better. That is an honest response to his question.
The health service must make sure that the people who make decisions on procurement have
energy efficiency and environmental issues at the top of their concerns as well as the provision
of the highest-quality facilities offering modern health care services. My hon. Friend is therefore
right to push us on that point. I will take an interest in the way in which LIFT schemes that are
under development pay attention to energy efficiency, and I will write to him on the subject.
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