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Alan Simpson (Nottingham, South) (Lab): As a supporter of the development of
sustainable biofuels, | am sure that the Minister will be as aware as I am of the
“Dispatches” programme last night, which pointed out that were the RTFO to be a
success, the UK could end up importing biofuels in a way that was even more
damaging than the polluting fuel base that we have now. Will he take a lead role in
co-ordinating some of the major research establishments in the UK, especially
those involved in marine research on the possibility of deriving biofuels from
micro-algae, so that we can ensure that the UK demand for biofuels is met by UK
sustainable supply?

Dr. Ladyman: The sustainability of the biomass used to produce renewable fuels is key to the
success of the RTFO. If we do not produce the renewable fuels sustainably, there is no point
doing it. There will be a reporting mechanism in the RTFO to ensure that biofuel is being
derived from sustainable sources. We will also ensure that the RTFO is structured in a way that
encourages the production ultimately of second generation biofuels and biofuels produced
from other forms of biomass, as my hon. Friend has suggested. I also encourage him, and any
contacts that he may have, to respond to the consultation document so that we may build those
issues into the RTFO.
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