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Alan Simpson (Nottingham, South) (Lab): May I wish the Prime Minister well in his
attempts to make climate change the centrepiece of the G8 discussions? Will he
take the opportunity to remind the leaders who fly in there that, despite all the
laudable gains that are being made by countries in terms of reducing carbon
emissions, the one Achilles' heel that we share is that they are being overwhelmed
by the growth in carbon emissions from aviation fuel? Will he take the
opportunity to say that we have to set global targets and global caps on aviation
fuel growth, which will wipe out all the other gains that we would hopefully
achieve?

The Prime Minister: First, may I thank my hon. Friend for his good wishes? Thus fortified, I will
take on the negotiations. In respect of climate change, he is right to say that aviation is an
important part of any overall deal, and [ hope that at the G8 summit it is possible to put
together a plan of action for change that includes not merely issues to do with some of the more
traditional things, such as motor vehicles, but also in respect of aviation. It will obviously be a
hard challenge, for reasons that my hon. Friend understands, but I think that it is important that
we make progress on it.
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